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OCA student, Wendy Ormerod, Line drawing, 2013

Part one Feeling, memory and imaginationDrawing out, drawing from, drawing attention to,
absorption ...
Drawing is essentially about leaving your mark, usually on a surface, where a tool
deposits some kind of material trace on or into a flat plane. But drawing might also
involve a collection of virtual or temporary stains, smudges and trails within an everyday
spatial environment. Think of the soft lines a plane leaves in the sky, or a snail trail or
spider’s web. If we think about these in terms of ‘found’ drawings, we can more readily
accept that drawing isn’t only done by artists.

Drawing from their environment, artists observe and reveal parts of their world in
different and interesting ways. Drawing in this sense is perhaps more about curiosity,
noticing and pointing out what already exists rather than creating something new, and
so might be thought of as drawing attention to...

At the other end of the scale, drawing sometimes involves deep solitude, the
concentrated act producing a state of absorption where we lose ourselves in intense
thought, where time is measured later in the marks we leave behind and the realisation
that hours have passed.

The expressive potential of drawing is vast, and at first may seem complex and
challenging, but if we take it in its simplest form – leaving a trace of a thoughtful and
performative activity – we accept the slightest mark as important.

Part One will encourage you to draw with feeling and expression. Think of the first
exercise as a warm-up session to help you stretch your drawing muscle, with some
temporary drawings.

Exercise 1 Warm-up – temporary drawings
Try some of these unusual drawing activities. If you can, ask someone to photograph
or film you working. You can then look back, see yourself drawing and jot down your
thoughts after the temporary drawing has gone.

• Squeeze and drip washing up liquid into the sink.
• Drag a stick in the sand.
• Pull a bicycle through a puddle and create marks with the wet tyres.
• Go outside at night with a small torch or sparkler and wave it around.

These are just a few ideas to get you used to the idea of drawing as something
fleeting, expressive and playful. You may want to find other ways. Remember to
document your activities and reflect on what you’ve done in your learning log.

Part 1 Assignment 1
due Friday 12th June

Torch drawing

I set up a temporary small sand pit in my studio for 
this and filled it with fish smoker dust to act as sand.
Levelled out, I drew first on dry ‘sand’ then on wet. 
Wet is best.

Temporary drawing - sand drawing

Temp sand pit.jpg picture Making marks in the sand 
video clip

https://vimeo.com/126676164

Drawing in oil video clip

1 sheet white A3 paper + 1 oil can with old engine oil - 
recycling or what! This was the best fun - I really like 
that old red oil can.

Temporary drawing - engine oil

1 kitchen sink and several kinds of fluid for drip 
drawing - from watery to thick - thick, viscous stuff is 
best.

Temporary drawing - washing-up liquid

Torches for drawing

Washing-up liquid drawing 
video lip

3 x torches with yellow, orange and red filters fitted 
over the lenses using white tack to secure. A wee bit 
of spectral dancing here - silence, wind noise and 
colours moving. A bit tricky managing 3 torches at 
once! 

Temporary drawing - night torches

https://vimeo.com/126687547

https://vimeo.com/126686980

Night torches

https://vimeo.com/126723657

https://vimeo.com/126676164?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfDU0NWVhOWRlOWExYzY1ODFiMjAxZGRhZjU4NGUyMjIyODUzfDM5ODE1ODI5fDE0MzA1Nzg3MzZ8NzcwMQ%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/126687547?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfDJkMjkxOTI5ZmJiMWY0YmZlOTNiM2ExMjZhZWU2ODA4NTl8Mzk4MTU4Mjl8MTQzMDU5MzA2M3w3NzAx
https://vimeo.com/126686980?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfGE3YWM1OTZmZTM4YzRhMzk0M2ZjYTkwNjU0Njc5NTk0NTExfDM5ODE1ODI5fDE0MzA1OTIyNDl8NzcwMQ%3D%3D
https://vimeo.com/126723657?utm_source=email&utm_medium=clip-transcode_complete-finished-20120100&utm_campaign=7701&email_id=Y2xpcF90cmFuc2NvZGVkfDYwNzVmYjkwZGE1ZTQyZjNiMzRkM2JiMjk1NzRkNDlhMTQzfDM5ODE1ODI5fDE0MzA2NTk0Mzh8NzcwMQ%3D%3D

